


•Use the compare and contrast graphic 
organiser below to research Australia and 
Sumatra in terms of location, climate, 
habitat, fauna and culture.

• On a map of Australia and Sumatra, create a key 
and highlight different habitat types – in particular 
tropic rainforest. 

•Explore forest loss in Australia and Sumatra since 
2000.

•Use the Wild Australia Zoo App, to explore native 
Australia animals and create a digital poster to 
inform others about what they can do to help them 
survive in the wild. 

•Create your own Sumatran equivalent with native 
Sumatran species (Students could use Glogster Edu) 

https://earthenginepartners.appspot.com/science-2013-global-forest
https://taronga.org.au/education/digital-classrooms/wild-australia-app
http://edu.glogster.com/
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https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/book-creator-one/id661166101?mt=8
https://sway.com/


Although using other vegetable oils may seem like a 
practical solution, it would actually create similar, if not 

larger, environmental and social problems. The best 
solution is to ensure you buy products that contain  

certified sustainable palm oil (CSPO), make the switch 
today.

Work collaboratively to plan and present (eg. role play) different perspectives of people to the 
environment in relation to forest clearing in Sumatra for palm oil production. People with different 
perspectives may include:
- farmers
- local residents 
- Indigenous community members
- palm oil companies
- environment advocates
- tourists
- tourism operators
- government.
For the group of people they are representing, 
students should consider what:
- their wants/needs are
- their feelings about the native forest
- the impact they will have on the environment 
- the impact they will have on the local community. 

Food - biscuits, bread, cakes, cereals, muesli bars, chips, chocolate, ice cream, margarine.

Non food - candles, cleansers, conditioners, deodorants, eye make-up, fabric softeners, foundations, 
hair dyes, hair removers, lipsticks, moisturisers, shampoos, shower gels, soaps, pharmaceuticals, 

washing powders.

https://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/ng-interactive/2014/nov/10/palm-oil-rainforest-cupboard-interactive


https://www.postermywall.com/index.php


Sumatra and Borneo - overview and threats
http://www.worldwildlife.org/places/borneo-and-
sumatra

Eyes on the forest
http://maps.eyesontheforest.or.id

Australian Land Use
http://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/aclump/Publishing
Images/Land-use-Aus2005-06-lrg.jpg

Australian Climate Zones
http://www.bom.gov.au/iwk/climate_zones/images/map
_01.gif.

Australian Forest Habitats
https://australianmuseum.net.au/image/forest-habitats

Australian Fauna
https://australianmuseum.net.au/field-guide-to-nsw-
fauna-mobile-app

Global Satellite  Imaging of Deforestation 
https://earthenginepartners.appspot.com/science-2013-
global-forest

Rainforest Action Network
http://www.ran.org/forests

Palm Oil
http://www.wwf.org.au/what-we-do/food/palm-
oil#gs.bQXqj3c

http://goodbadpalmoil.org/

From rainforest to your cupboard: the real story of palm 
oil - interactive
https://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/ng-
interactive/2014/nov/10/palm-oil-rainforest-cupboard-
interactive

Geography OUTCOMES

A student:
examines features and characteristics of places and 
environments  (GE2-1)
describes the ways people, places and environments 
interact  (GE2-2)
examines differing perceptions about the management of 
places and environments  (GE2-3).

Content Focus
Students explore the climate, natural vegetation and 
native animals of places in Australia and Asia 
(ACHGK020). 
Examine the importance of natural vegetation and natural 
resources to the environment, animals and people 
(ACHGK021, ACHGK022, ACHGK024). 
Learn about the ways people value environments, 
including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples 
(ACHGK022, ACHGK023, ACHGK024). 
Identify sustainable practices and recognise that there are 
differing views on how sustainability can be achieved 
(ACHGK023, ACHGK024, ACHGK025).

Key Inquiry Questions
How does the environment support the lives of people 
and other living things?
How do different views about the environment influence 
approaches to sustainability?
How can people use places and environments more 
sustainably?

NSW K-10 Geography Syllabus for the Australian Curriculum © Board of Studies, Teaching and Educational Standards NSW for and on behalf of the 
Crown in right of the State of New South Wales 2016. 
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